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2018 Annual Report 
Politikon Network (PIN) 

 
1. Projects 
 
During the 2018, the Politikon Network team carried out the following projects: 
 
1.1. GRASP – Governance Risks Assessment Project in Western Balkans: Diagnosis and Measuring Captured Societies 
Phenomena 
 

Within the framework of a project initiated and supported 
by the European Commission, coordinated by the 
Partnership for Social Development (PSD), the Politikon 
Network collected and interpreted data for Montenegro. 
In comparison to other Western Balkan countries, 
Montenegro is among the better performers in terms of 
corruption resistance, while in the area of capture risk 
developments are weak. The overall Corruption 
Resistance Index suggests an Incidental Response to 
Corruption, while the GRASP Capture Index on average 

suggests a Captured Society. In both indices (although for different reasons), the Montenegro governance regime is at a very similar 
development stage to that of Albania. The strongest corruption deterrence developments among the 15 categories observed by 
GRASP are in the areas of 1: Public Finances and Financial Management; 10: Public procurement; 11: and 12: Legal Drafting 
Process.  
 
1.2. Think and Link: Berlin Process in the Loop – project implemented by the Institute for Democracy Societas Civilis, where 
Politikon Network is a partner organization 
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2. Networks  

2.1. SEE Think Net Network 

In 2018 Political Network has become a member of the SEE Think Net Network. The SEE Think 
Net Network was established in mid-march 2018 with the generous support of the European 
Fund for the Balkans as the first regional network composed of civil society organisations that 
aim to monitor the topics related to the Berlin Process. The Network encompasses think tanks, 
civil society organisations and individuals from the 6 Western Balkan countries plus Croatia and 
Slovenia. Besides the Institute for Democracy “Societas Civilis” (IDSCS) which will coordinate 
the Network, the SEE Think Net Network includes the Network of the European Movement in 
Serbia (NEMinS), Open Society Foundation for Albania and its affiliate, the EU Policy Hub, 

Adnan Ćerimagić, Politikon Network from Montenegro, Kosovo Centre for Security Studies, the Institute for Development and 
International Relations (IRMO) from Croatia and the Centre for European Perspective (CEP) from Slovenia. 

3. Policy Research Products  

3.1. “In-house” policy proposals  

3.1.1. Parliament without its control function in 2017 (analysis by 
Filip Vicković) 
 
We have concluded that 2017 wasn’t a year in which the 
Parliament hasn’t, at least in a quality or efficient way, 
performed its control function over the other government 
branches. On the contrary, the reports on the work of institutions 
passed through parliament committees without constructive 
debates, whereas the hearings, with rare exceptions, were just a 
procedural formality. The negative effect caused by the 
opposition boycott of the parliament was especially evident in those committees where opposition MPs used to chair. This is all 
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thanks to the lack of real control over the institutions, which without the efficient use of mechanisms of 
parliament supervision, won’t become more responsible and developed. 
 
Analysis was quoted by the European Parliament. 
 
3.1.2. Resurgence of geopolitics in the Western Balkans – is the EU’s dominant role diminishing? (analysis by Vasilije 
Krivokapić)  

Presence of geopolitics in the WB region is again quite noticeable, and now the region is facing dilemmas regarding who will aid 
them politically and economically in their long-lasting road to prosperity and stability. EU accession is still the main objective for all 
WB countries, but the presence of other actors is and will give the WB countries more leverage and choice for future endeavours, 
projects and relations. The Balkan rimland will be up for grabs, if the US truly follows a more protectionist and isolationist approach 
to international relations as proposed by the Trump administration, and if the EU is again shocked by a new crisis. Only a stable and 
determined EU policy towards the WB can prevent new turmoil and political unrests in the region, and that is why the EU must 
supervise the changes in legislation and the adoption of both the acquis and the shared principles and values. 

3.1.3. Populism: An Internal Worry of EU’s Future (analysis by Vasilije Krivokapić) 
 
Even though many thought that after the demise of populist parties was inevitable, it is wrong to assume that their influence would 
start to dwindle. Elections in France and the Netherlands, where populist parties (Marine Le Pen’s Front National and Geert Wilders’ 
Party for Freedom) failed to gain any influence, should’ve been the start of the fall of populism in Europe, but Austrian and even 
German elections proved them wrong. All eyes will be on Italy, since the elections on March 4 could instigate another wave of 
distrust and alienation towards the EU. The European society is again becoming polarised on some crucial issues, especially 
towards immigration and the future of the EU project. This will therefore bring more uncertainty and unpredictability for the years to 
come. 
 
3.2. Co-published works 
 
3.2.1. How will the rule of law and transitional justice affect reconciliation in 2025? (analysis by Ana Marjanović Rudan and Jovana Marović) 
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Aiming to explore the ways in which the (lack of) progress of the RoL and the (in) efficiency of TJ mechanisms 
could affect the process of regional reconciliation by the year 2025, we have varied their key interrelated 
components and developed possible scenarios. This exercise has allowed us to single out the tendencies and 
factors10 that can swing the reconciliation process and address them by suggesting possible courses of action. 
 
3.2.2. Western Balkans and the Rule of Law: How to solve a catch-22? (analysis by Jovana Marović) 
 
This paper aims to point out the necessity of redefining the 
Berlin process, as a complementary to the European integration 
process, and the inclusion of the rule of law as one of its goals, 
towards bolstering EU’s efforts in this area. 
 
3.2.3. Legacy issues in the Western Balkans  
 
This paper has the goal to map out the existing problems which 
stand in the way of resolution of bilateral disputes and prevent 
accelerating the process of reconciliation, to identify all existing 
initiatives and efforts of various actors which have the potential 
to help in overcoming challenges and barriers in efforts to 
resolve them, as well as to acknowledge the shortcomings of the approaches that have been used so far by all observed actors. 
The information from already available researches conducted by civil society organisations and academic community from the 
region, as well as by the experts who specialise in this region was used in the preparation of this paper. By doing so this paper 
represents an overview of all the issues that the civil society wishes to prioritise and point out as in need for urgent resolution. 
 
3.3. Participation in Research  
 
3.3.1. “Montenegro Between Democracy and Authoritarianism” in “Illiberal and Authoritarian Tendencies in Central, Southeastern and 
Eastern Europe”, Edited by Magdalena Solska, Florian Bieber and Dane Taleski, Peter Lang, 2018 
 
Reforms in Montenegro that are being implemented with increased intensity since the beginning of negotiation talks with the 
European Union in 2012 have limited impact and little influence on democracy in the country. Causes for the slow democratization 
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process rests at captured institutions being under the strong influence of the same party for 27 years. The 
Democratic Party of Socialists’ (DPS) uninterrupted rule has led to the close entwining of the party and the state 
at all levels: misuse of state resources for party purposes, control over the employment process and distribution 
of social assistance, lack of liability for frequent violations of law, positioning of family members and loyal staff at 
managerial positions, are some of the mechanisms DPS used over the time. The DPS uses populist language to support these 
mechanisms safeguarding its rule. Key words: populism; clientelism, authoritarianism; leadership; democracy. 
 
4. Other activities 
 
4.1. Commentaries on:  
 

! Fight Against Corruption in the Western Balkans 
! The Civil Society’s Role in the EU Accession Talks  
! Rule of Law in Montenegro and Serbia  
! Balance Clause and Negotiations  
! Country Report 2018 

 
4.2. CSF - Western Balkans On-line Consultations 

 
Politikon Network again conducted online consultations on the 
legacy issues for the Summit in London under the Berlin 
Process (July 2018)  
 
4.3. Working Group for Chapter 23 (Judiciary and 
Fundamental Rights) 
 
In 2018, we prepared a set of comments on reports on the 

implementation of the action plan for Chapter 23. 
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5. Participation at the regional and international conferences  
 
5.1. CEPS Ideas Lab, Brussels, February 22-23, 2018 
 
The Ideas Lab is an annual conference of the Center for European Policy Studies 
(CEPS) from Brussels, which brings together various stakeholders, from decision-
makers to academics and think tanks. This year’s conference, which was held on 
22-23 February in Brussels, was by Jean-Claude Juncker, President of 
the European Commission. Jovana Marovic, Executive Director of the Politikon 
Network, took part in a panel devoted to the Western Balkans. The panelists were 
also Genoveva Ruiz Calavera, Director for the Western Balkans in the Directorate 
General for Neighborhood and Enlargement of the European Commission, Nikola 
Dimitrov, Macedonian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Tena Prelec, Research Associate 
at the London School of Economics and Political Science and Toby Vogel from 
CEPS. Jovana presented her vision of further possible challenges in the Western 
Balkans’ integration process. She referred to the foreseen instruments for strengthening the rule of law in the EU-WB Enlargement 
Strategy, and introduced the participants with the burning issues in Montenegro under chapters 23 and 24. 
 
5.2. Balkans on the road of EU integration: Is the EU still the center of gravity?”, National University of Public Service, 
Budapest, March 13, 2018 
 
5.3. Public Discussion at the European Commission: “Back on the Agenda: EU Enlargement and the Western Balkans”, 
Brussels, April 13, 2018 
 
Public discussion at the European Commission in Brussels, Belgium concludes a two-day event Back on the Agenda: EU 
Enlargement and the Western Balkans, organized by the Centre for European Perspective. By involving think tank representatives 
and youth, civil society of the Western Balkans discussed their concerns, challenges, ideas and prospects with EU representatives, 
policy makers and experts. Politikon Network’s Jovana Marović was one of the think tank representatives from the Western Balkans 
at the event. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52ujPxPj97g 
 
5.4. “Democracy That Delivers: Ten Years Later. Unlocking the Potential of the Western Balkans”, Sofia, May 16, 2018 
 
Executive Director of the Politikon Network Jovana Marović participated at the international conference, organized by the European 
Fund for the Balkans (EFB), the Center for the Study of Democracy, the Konrad Adenauer Foundation and the European 
Commission on 16 May 2018 in Sofia. Conference brought together the key transatlantic players for the Western Balkans with 
representatives of the civil society in the context of this year’s Western Balkans Summit. 
 
5.5. POINT 7.0 Conference: New Technologies and Political Accountability, Sarajevo, May 2018 

Our researcher Vasilije Krivokapić participated at this year’s POINT 
Conference in Sarajevo, where the main topics were focused on the role that 
new technologies can bring in enabling more overt, transparent, innovative and 
technologically advanced governance. The conference, which lasted three 
days, had 73 speakers and more than 100 participants, which makes POINT 
Conference one of the biggest of its kind in Europe. Even though this 
conference is primarily meant for CSOs from the Western Balkan region, it 
gathers organisations and individuals from all around the world. Some of the 
most notable topics discussed were: identifying and battling with fake news, 

fact-checking, transparency and openness of institutions in the WB6 region, right-wing populism, emergence of new political 
movements, blockchain and open source data, shortcomings of the tech world, tips for NGOs. 

5.6. Conference “From Thessaloniki to Sofia and Beyond”, Rome, June 6, 2018 

The International conference “From Thessaloniki to Sofia and beyond” was organized on June 6, 2018 in Rome as cooperation 
between the International Affairs Institute (IAI) with the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Neighborhood and 
Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR) and the European Fund for the Balkans. The conference engaged a list of renowned 
politicians, journalists, businesspersons, civil society actors and academics from the Western Balkans and Europe in a creative 
forward-looking exercise on the future of European enlargement towards the Western Balkans. The event was aimed at advancing 
the understanding of the strategic win-win gains that the EU and the WB6 would get by recommitting to reform and cooperation, as 
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much as of the costs of not doing so, which would fuel nationalist, populist and illiberal discourses in both the 
EU and the Western Balkans. According to Jovana Marović, executive director of the Politikon Network, the 
countries from the WB have already lost momentum gained from Credible Enlargement Strategy, but the CSO’s 
and citizens do not care about momentum “we want for EU to teach us democracy, if it is still able”.  

5.7. “Building Resilience in the Western Balkans for EU and NATO Accession” in Washington, June 19, 2018 

Executive Director of the Politikon Network Jovana Marović participated at the “Building Resilience in the Western Balkans for EU 
and NATO accession” conference on 20 June at the Johns Hopkins University in Washington. Panelists were: Branko 
Čečen, Director, Center for Investigative Journalism of Serbia (CINS) Srdjan Cvijić, Senior Policy Analyst, Open Society European 
Policy Institute (OSEPI), Daniel Serwer, Conflict Management Program, JHU SAIS and Senior Fellow, Center for Transatlantic 
Relations at SAISJovana Marović, Executive Director, Politikon Network – Montenegro, Alex Johnson, Senior Policy Adviser for 
Europe and Eurasia, Open Society Foundations.  

5.8. Roundtable ahead of London Summit held in Tirana, July 6, 2018 
 
Our Executive Director Jovana Marović participated today at 
a roundtable table: “The Berlin Process: ‘The London 
Summit 2018′” hosted by the House of Europe and 
organized by the EU Policy Hub in Tirana. The event was 
part of a series of activities organized in the capitals of the 

Western 
Balkan 

countries, 
initiated by 

the SEE 
Think Net, a network of civil society organizations from the region. Jovana presented 
her policy brief that included main arguments why “Rule of Law” should be a major 
topic to be included at the Berlin Process agenda. 
 
5.9. Civil Society Forum, Western Balkans Summit in London, July 9-10, 2018 
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On 9 and 10 July 2018 the United Kingdom hosted the Western Balkans Summit in London. The summit 
brought together the leaders of the Western Balkans countries and like-minded European partners to strengthen 
security co-operation, increase economic stability and encourage political co-operation. Again, the Civil Society 
Forum was organized, where we also took part.  
 
 
5.10. Bled Strategic Forum, Bridging the Divide, September 10-11, 2018 
 
5.11. Belgrade Security Forum 2018, October 17-19, 2018 

Our Expert Associate Ana Marjanović Rudan participated at the Belgrade 
Security Forum within the session “Balkans 2025: What kind of future can we 
expect?”. Ana presented the paper ‘Rule of Law and Reconciliation: 4 Scenarios for 
2025’. Ana’s focus was on the importance of rule of law and transitional justice in the 
process of reconciliation. The process cannot be viewed only as future focused. Two 
key factors for its success are: it must be oriented on victims and the establishment 
of facts through intergovernmental regional action. She was concerned that potential 
“optimistic” scenarios are threatened by two uncertainties: style of political leadership 
in the region and messages we get from EU and member states. 
 
5.12. Scientific Conference "Western Balkans as a "standpoint "of a united Europe", Institute for International Economics 
and Politics, Belgrade, December 11, 2018 
 
Our Executive Director participated in a panel that discussed the future challenges and scenarios of the integration processes of the 
Western Balkan countries into the European Union. Jovana reviewed the failure of the European Union's conditionality in the case 
of Montenegro.  
 
6. Participation in TV shows 
 
6.1. Reflektor TV Vijesti  
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On the European Commission president’s Jan-Claude 
Juncker visit as well as the resignation of the Minister for 
European Affairs, guests at the Reflektor were: Adrijan 
Vuksanovic, Chairman of the Committee for European 
Integration, as well as Miomir Pejovic, member of the Parliament of Montenegro 
and Jovana Marovic, NGO Politikon Network. 
 
6.2. “Replika” on National Broadcaster 

On “A Credible enlargement perspective” strategy and strengthened engagement 
of the European Union in Western Balkans in the TV show “Replika” on RTCG 
the guests were: Dr. Gordana Đurović, professor at the Faculty of Economics on 
the University of Montenegro in Podgorica, Momčilo Radulović, President of the 
European Movement in Montenegro and Dr. Jovana Marović, Executive Director 

of the Politikon Network. 

7. Visibility 
 
7.1. Social Networks  
 
Politikon Network’s pages at the Social Networks:  
 
Facebook: Politikon mreža (Page Created on December 27, 2016)  
1153 followers (likes) 
 
Twitter: @PolitikonMNE (Joined Twitter Community in January 2017) 
 
Instragram: @politikon.network (Opened on November 23, 2017) 
 

 
7.2. Internet presentation 
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Web: www.politikon.me (Created in December 2016) 
 
Number of published posts in 2018: 26 
 
7.3. Other media appearances: 
 
7.3.1. Rule of Law 
 
18/12/2017 FOS Media – Politikon mreža: Građanska opozicija da pronađe 
trajniji model zajedničkog djelovanja  
24/12/2018 Shekulli – Jovana Maroviç: Elita politike në Ballkan janë jo-
demokratike 
17/12/2018 CSF – Rethinking the Fight Against Corruption in the Western 
Balkans 
4/12/2018 Balkan Insight – Montenegro’s Warring Politicians Keep Unification Debate Alive 
3/12/208 EWB – Opposition politician arrested in Montenegro for refusing to witness, EU calls on restraint 
8/11/2018 Danas – Jovana Marović: Region mora da povuče odlučnije “rezove” 
18/10/2018 Blic – Proces pomirenja zavisi od napretka u vladavini prava  
22/6/2018 EWB Srbija – Otvaranje dva nova poglavlja: Nagrada ili opomena Beogradu 
9/6/2018 Vijesti – Smjena Kadije: Vlada ćuti i čeka signale EK o napravljenoj političkoj šteti 
2/6/2018 MINA/Vijesti – Marović: Opozicija već da gradi platformu za parlamentarne izbore 
1/6/2018 Vijesti – Zašto je porastao broj apstinenata u PG: Birači zasićeni izborima i svađama u opoziciji 
31/5/2018 BiEPAG – Local elections in Montenegro: Voter apathy and domination by the ruling party 
31/5/2018 Vijesti – Dio opozicije se vraća u Skupštinu Crne Gore da sanira štetu sa izbora 
12/5/2018 TV Vijesti – Civilni sektor skeptičan povodom Markovićevih najava o smjenama 
24/4/2018 Vijesti – Đukanovićev divlji zapad 
23/4/2018 Balkan Insight – Djukanovic Won Montenegro’s Election Before it Started 
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22/4/2018  Vijesti – Hoće li Đukanović pokušati da potisne Markovića 
18/4/2018 EUROPP-LSSE – Déjà vu, Montenegrin style: Milo Đukanović wins Montenegro’s presidential 
election 
30/3/2018 Vijesti – Đukanović bi spašavanjem regiona da produži karijeru 
22/3/2018 RSE – Crnogorski hvalospjevi i čestitke Putinu 
20/3/2018 Vijesti – Kontrola partije i usporavanje Crne Gore 
9/3/2018 Balkan Insight – Montenegro Ruling Party Accused of Subverting Broadcaster’s Independence 
28/2/2018 MINA/FOS Media – Marović: Kraća izborna kampanja odgovara DPS-u 
18/2/2018 DAN – Što više grešaka, to veća pozicija 
8/2/2018 Vijesti – Šta piše u strategiji za proširenje: EK traži da Crna Gora sa riječi pređe na djela 
2/2/2018 Vijesti – Marović: Izbjeći atmosferu stalne kampanje, održavanje izbora u istom danu znači uštedu vremena i resursa 
17/1/2018 Vijesti – EU daleko kad nema presuda 
12/1/2018 TV Vijesti – U civilnom sektoru skeptični po pitanju samostalnog pristupanja EU  
5/1/2018 Monitor – Crna Gora i evropske integracije: Nade u Bugarsku  
 
7.3.2. European policies and institutions 
 
27/5/2018 Vijesti – Đukanović sprema teren za odlaganje EU reformi 
24/5/2018 Balkan Insight – West Balkan States Left Sofia Empty-Handed 
10/5/2018 EWB – Solving Open Issues in the Western Balkans – Civil Society’s Standpoint 
25/4/2018 EWB – Montenegro well prepared for reform simulation, European Commission for imprecise reporting 
3/3/2018 Vijesti – Pregovore sa EU da ne vodi partijski igrač 
15/2/2018 WB-CSF – Why the rule of law should be placed at the heart of the (improved) Berlin process? 
15/9/2017 Vijesti – Bitnije reforme od datuma prijema  
 
 
8. Organizational development 
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8.1. Funding  
 
In the reporting period, the following PIN’s projects were approved whose implementation will start from January 
2019: 
“New Perspectives on Shared Security – NATO's Next 70 Years: Wars of ideas, Hybrid warfare, political interference and 
disinformation”, supported by NATO. 
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9. About us  
  
Politikon Network is a research organization established to promote open dialogue and evidence-based sustainable solutions for the 
public policies improvement. Politikon combines a variety of innovative methods characteristic for social sciences with the aim of 
formulating viable proposals for the rule of law improvement and the institutions’ performance. An important segment of our work 
includes research of the processes and changes at the European Union’s level, and the consequences that these changes have on 
the Western Balkans and, in particular, Montenegro. Politikon Network is a non-governmental, non-profit and non-partisan 
organization that seeks to affect the democratization of society. 
 

 
 
 


